
 

 

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 23RD JULY 2026 IN OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 
1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT 

Chair Mr A Wake, Mr G Batey, Mrs A Bell, Mrs M Duncan, Mr T Fenwick and Mr D Wood 
County Councillors – None  
Other Attendees – Lisa Blondrage - Parish Clerk, OCA - Mrs A Batey and Residents – Mr J Tate & Mr A 
Lister. Urpeth Parish Residents – Mr Chris Parker, Mr Tate, Mrs Carol Tate and Michelle Scott 
 

2. APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE 
Cllr P Pringle 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Item 8 – Cllrs Fenwick is an allotment holder. 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 25TH JUNE 2026 
Previous minutes agreed and accepted by the PC.  

 
5. REPRESENTATION OF RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 

Mr Parker said he attended with the other residents to gain more information regarding the Call to Sites 
Consultation, agenda item 10. 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 
The CC’s did not attend and there was no written report submitted from them. 
 
Mr Parker asked if the County Councillors were obliged to hold constituency surgeries. Cllr Wood replied, 
no.  
 
The Parish Councillors agreed that the County Councillors should support residents by communicating 
with them regarding the DCC Call to Sites consultation. LB said she uploaded the Call to Sites information 
to the OPC website, as soon as CDALC made us aware and listed the CC’s and MP’s contact details and 
encourage residents to contact them for support. 

 
7. OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE – INFORMATION FROM THE BOARD 

7.1 Information from the OCA Board 
Mrs Batey said the 106 panel are meeting next week to discuss the rewire funding application. She 
added that the CC’s are financially supporting the project to secure and sustain the future the 
community centre. Mrs Batey to email LB the outcome.    
 
Amazon have installed lockers at the side of the community centre. The OCA are following up with 
Amazon, as they may need a separate access path and install bollards for security.  
 
Mrs Batey said they are pursuing the installation of an OCA sign on the main road to increase visibility.  
 
Mrs Batey said the Rock Pooling events on the 31st July are fully booked. She thanked the PC for the 
£60.00 donation which was carried over, to help with running costs.  
 
Mrs Batey said the Tuesday Coffee morning has finished for the summer. OCA have submitted another 
funding application for September 2026 to March 2027. Mrs Batey added that the Coffee morning is 
well attended and is important for the community.  

 
Mrs Batey said the board is in the process of arranging an AGM. She will let LB know the date. They are 
looking volunteers, as well as board members with specific skill sets such as HR and Health & Safety. 
 

 



 

8. ALLOTMENTS 
Cllr Batey will carry out inspections on Saturday 25th July. He added that after a walk round site, some of 
the plots appear to be in a poor condition. Cllr Bell asked if the dry weather could be a factor? Cllr Batey 
replied no, as other tenants have cultivated their plots and some were full of weeds.  
 
Cllr Batey said Pelton Primary had enquired about a plot for their school. Cllr Batey said it was an enquiry 
at the moment but will wait for confirmation in September. 
 
A tenant reported that the Chapel end access gate was left wide open again. Cllr Batey said he would 
speak to a tenant to ask them what camera they use on their plot and look at installing one on the gate. 
 

9. ARISAIG LAND QUERY 
LB contacted the Land Registry and carried out a land search for the land in Arisaig. The outcome of the 
search was that Wentworth Estates / Shenstone Properties own the land including the grassed area. Cllr 
Wake said it was good to know incase the condition of the tarmac deteriorated but it was in good 
condition at the moment. 
 

10. CALL TO SITES DCC CONSULTATION – OUSTON PARISH 
LB said DCC are carrying out at consultation which closes on 17th August, asking for resident’s feedback 
regarding the new DCC County Plan which includes potential development sites. LB said she had posted 
on the news section of our website homepage and in our noticeboards encouraging residents to respond 
to the consultation as they have highlighted potential development sites in our Green Belt. The potential 
sites are from Milbanke along the back of Ross and Turnberry to Station Lane and the field behind 
Abernethy, also behind Bellerby Drive (Urpeth Parish).  
 
Cllr Wood said the new County Plan proposes building in our Green Belt as one option. Cllr Wake added 
the consultation is general and unclear and that DCC should have allowed feedback for specific areas not 
the general plan. Cllr Wood added that this would be the process DCC would have to follow if they are 
planning on changing the Green Belt to a Grey Belt (development land).  
 
Cllr Wood said he there could be the option of the area being listed as an Asset of Community Value. An 
ACV is a building or land whose use furthers the well being or social interests of the local community. 
The ACV provides a temporary buffer to prevent a sudden open market sale, but it does not guarantee 
the community will win the property or force the owner to sell it to them. LB to speak to CDALC. 
 
The PC said they will support residents with opposing the developing of our Green Belt and it must be 
protected. Cllr Wood added that small settlements near a Green Belt are harder to develop due to 
limited infrastructure. Cllr Wake said the drainage on Ross will be an issue. Cllr Wood said the new 
County Durham plan must show how housing targets will be met, therefore they are looking at Green 
Belt, expanding small settlements, expanding large settlements and a mixture of all options.  
 
Cllr Bell said she was concerned about additional traffic / congestion though and around our village. She 
added that when Birtley lowered their speed limit to 20mph, it increased traffic through our village.  
 
Mr Parker said he had read Reforms Housing Policy and they state they are against building on Green 
Belt land. He wondered what the CC’s views were regarding the Call to Sites Consultation proposing to 
develop our Green Belt for housing. Cllr Wood added that Pelton PC were disappointed with the CC’s 
lack of engagement. Mrs Tate said the consultation is not easy to fill in and not all residents have access 
to computers and the internet. Cllr Wake said paper copies can be collected from local libraries. 
 
The PC said residents must engage with the consultation as many voices are better than a few. LB to 
respond on behalf of the Parish Council and each of the PC will respond individually. The Parish Council’s 
response will focus on protecting the Green Belt, the added congestion and already limited 
infrastructure and services. Cllr Wood said there is already a large development on Station Lane in Pelton 
which will draw on the limited infrastructure such as doctors, dentists and schools. Cllr Fenwick added 
that the additional houses will cause greater stress on the Birtley sewerage treatment works. LB added 
that just over the Gateshead County boundary off Station Lane in Birtley, there is a housing development 
on the old ROF site. They are currently advertising houses for sale on Elisabeth Park. This will cause 
further stress on infrastructure and services. 
 



 

LB said the newsletter is ready for print. Cllr Wood said he would draft something to raise awareness of 
the CTS consultation to be included. The PC agreed to pay the additional cost to get the newsletter 
printed by the end of next week and distributed soon after. Michelle Scott said they would help with the 
delivery in Ouston Parish to support raising awareness.  
 
Cllr Batey said there is a consultation being carried out for a new Tesco Express in Perkinsville. It will be 
built on land near the Ranch.  
 

11. MEMORIAL GARDEN 
Cllr Batey said the Cherrytree Handyman will carry out the refurbishment works of the Memorial Garden 
free of charge. Cllr Batey said he had consulted with former PC Alan Purdy regarding the planned works. 
Cllr Batey added the PC need to cover the cost the materials. The PC agreed that dark grey gravel would 
be used with evergreen planting.  
 

12. CLERKS REPORT 
LB reported an overgrown tree on behalf of a resident in Ardrossan. Clean and Green sent an email said 
they will carryout an inspection within 7 days – dated 20th July. 
 
LB reported an overgrown tree/ bush on behalf of a resident in Callendar. Mr J Tate said the works have 
been carried out. 
 
LB reported overgrown bushes behind St Benet’s School field. Clean and Green sent an email said they 
will carry out an inspection within 20 days – dated 11th July. 
 
LB said PFG Waste have collected and disposed of the damaged / neglected tubs. 
 
LB arranged for Savtech to collect the asbestos discovered on the allotment site. 
 
LB said the Heritage 100 Ouston Urpeth Walk is now in place and Kieron Young thanked the PC for their 
help and donation to the project. LB said information about the Ouston Walk is included in our 
newsletter and on the Heritage 100 Facebook page.  
 
LB said the NE Mayor is carrying out a bus consultation ending on 28th September. Details on our website 
 
Other points covered in other agenda items. 

 
13. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

13.1             Monthly Accounts for July & August Invoices 
The expenditure for July & August 2026 were reviewed by the PC. There is no meeting in August. 
 

14. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
The Parish Monthly Meeting will be held on 24th September from 7.00pm. Business to discuss 
will be as per Agenda.                       

• Memorial Garden - update 

• Allotments 

• Autumn / Winter events 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 8.18pm hours.  

APPENDIX ONE:  JULY & AUGUST 2026 

Cheque No  Paid to Description 

102378   L Blondrage  July pay 5 weeks 

102379   L Blondrage  July HWA 

102380   D Johnston  July pay 5 weeks 

102381   HMRC  July PAYE 5 weeks 

102382   Savtech Asbestos Solutions Asbestos Removal 

102383   PFG Waste Removal & dispose of 6 broken tubs  

102384   L Blondrage  August pay 4 weeks 

102385   L Blondrage  August HWA 

102386   D Johnston  August pay 4 weeks 

102387   HMRC  August PAYE 4 weeks 
 


