
 

 

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 28TH MAY 2026 IN OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Cllr Batey nominated Cllr Wake be elected as Chair. Cllr Duncan seconded Cllr Wake. The PC agreed Cllr 
Wake be elected as Chair. Cllr Wake nominated Cllr Batey be elected as Vice Chair. Cllr Duncan seconded 
Cllr Batey. The PC agreed Cllr Batey be elected as Vice Chair.  
 

2. COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
Chair Mr A Wake, Mr G Batey, Mrs M Duncan, Mr T Fenwick, Mr P Pringle and Mr D Wood  
County Councillors – None  
Other Attendees – Lisa Blondrage - Parish Clerk, OCA Board Member Mr D Nichols, Residents Mrs C 
Dodd and Mr A Lister 
 

3. APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE 
Cllr A Bell 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Item 8 – Cllrs Fenwick and Pringle are allotment holders. 
 

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 23RD APRIL 2026 
Previous minutes agreed and accepted by the PC.  

 
6. REPRESENTATION OF RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 

Residents raised their concerns at the Parish Assembly regarding: 
Mrs Dodd said that the flower tub on Cromarty has fallen apart. Cllr Wake to check the condition. 
 
Mrs Dodd asked about the resurfacing of the access paths near plot 56 on the allotment site and asked 
why the PC was funding it. The PC said it was disabled access. Mrs Dodd said other paths including the 
path leading up to plot 55 need resurfacing. The PC said overtime access paths will be resurfaced but the 
money must come from allotment income, depending on availability. Cllr Batey said the allotments must 
be self-sufficient. LB said she contacted the chipping company suggested by an allotment tenant. LB said 
she had a verbal price of £200 for 6 tonnes of road chippings but was waiting for a written quote. The PC  
 
Mr Lister asked for further details regarding the resurfacing works in the area. LB suggested Mr Lister 
contact the CC’s as the works were being carried out by DCC. 
 
LB said she was contacted by two residents regarding parking on Arisaig. Cllr Wake said he has spoken to 
the residents and emailed DCC regarding who owns the land. LB to follow up the email with DCC. The PC 
said any damage to property must reported to the Police. LB to email residents and advise them to 
report parking issues with supporting evidence to parking enforcement and criminal damage to 101. The 
PC also advised the residents to attend the next PACT meeting on 10th June at 6.30pm in Ouston 
Community Centre. 
 
Cllr Batey said he had spoken to a resident regarding Council tax on empty homes. He said the resident is 
currently renovating their home but not occupying it. The resident, after paying this year’s council tax, 
contacted DCC regarding a query and was told due to the house being empty for longer than 12 months, 
they must pay double the Council tax. Cllr Batey wanted to raise it at the meeting so residents are aware 
that if houses are left empty for a variety of reasons such as probate and renovations for longer than 12 
months, they will be charged double the rate.  
 
Cllr Batey said a Freedom of Information request was made by a member of the public to DCC and Pelton 
Division’s CC’s have low attendance at meetings and are low on response to caseloads. Cllr Pringle said it 
was discussed at Pelton PC’s meeting and their Clerk is going to contact LB and Urpeth’s Clerk regarding 



 

drafting a letter to the Chair of DCC raising concerns about the Pelton Division’s County Councillors lack 
of engagement with the PC’s.  
 
Cllr Pringle said electric scooters and electric bikes where using the BMX track and children with pedal 
cycles could not use it. He it reported to 101 and the Police were quick to disperse them. 
 
Cllr Pringle and Cllr Wood said DCC were investigating the Urpeth Persimmon estate Council tax issue 
and DCC were writing to residents. 
 

7. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 
The CC’s did not attend and there was no written report submitted from them. 
 

8. OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE – INFORMATION FROM THE BOARD 
8.1 Information from the OCA Board 

Mr Nichol said the Community Centre needs rewiring, a new alarm system and a new fire alarm system. 
Mr Nichol said he attended a meeting with the AAP regarding accessing 106 monies. He then met with 
CC Biggs and he said the 3 Pelton Division CC’s agreed to support the project with £170,000 of funding. 
Mr Nichol said he was waiting for a response from planning before the works could go ahead. Cllr Batey 
said it was positive that the CC’s were supporting the Community Centre.  
 
Mr Nichol said the PC donated £30 for the OCA Easter event but it did not go ahead. Mr Nichol asked the 
PC if they had to give back the money to the PC or if it could be used for the Christmas event. The PC said 
to keep it for a future event.  
 
Mr Nichol said the OCA may need to close the centre for the electric works to take place, so they were 
not planning any summer events until they get a date for the works to commence. 
  

9. ALLOTMENTS 
Update on skips & access paths 
LB contacted the skip company a tenant recommended. The contractor said because it is collected by a 
transit van, they cannot carry rubble / bricks due to the weight restrictions. LB said obviously with it 
being an allotment site, we cannot guarantee tenants would not dump rubble in there, so we agreed it 
was best to leave it. 
 
LB said she contacted the chipping company suggested by an allotment tenant. LB said she had a verbal 
price of £200 for 6 tonnes of road chippings, but was waiting for a written quote.  
 
Rent Rule Revision 
The PC agreed to revise the rent rule to state that – “All annual allotment rents are due by 1st April 2026 

as per clause 3.1 in your signed tenancy agreement: 

3.1 The allotment garden shall be held on a yearly tenancy. The rent is payable to the Parish Clerk from 
the 1st March until the 1st April. If the rent is not paid in full by the due date (1st April), the Council will 
terminate the tenancy with immediate effect and legally give 14 days to remove any belongings from the 
plot.” LB to inform tenants. 
 
PC to look at online payments. 
 

10. 2026-2027 MEETING DATES 
25th June  
23rd July 
August – No Meeting 
24th September 
22nd October   
26th November 
17th December 
14th January – Precept 
25th February 
25th March 
22nd April  
27th May - PA & AGM TBC 
 



 

 
 

11. 2026-2027 PARISH EVENTS AND SUBGROUP MEMBERS 
Remembrance Sunday 8th November – Cllr G Batey is the OPC Poppy Project Co Ordinator, we need to 
book the Bugler. LB emailed OFC to inform them in advance of date and time. LB to apply for lamppost 
permissions for this year. 
Garden Competition – Cllr Fenwick and Cllr Batey 
Christmas Lights Competition - Cllr Duncan, Cllr Bell and Cllr Batey 
Christmas Lights Event – Sat 28th Nov or Sat 5th Dec – need to liaise with OCA  
Allotment Sub Committee – Cllr Batey and Cllr Bell / Appeals – Cllrs Wake, Wood & Duncan 
Easter Egg Hunt – Cllr Batey and Cllr Pringle 
Newsletter – Clerk  
 

12. CLERKS REPORT 
LB said she had been contacted by a resident informing that former Cllr, Derrick McGill has sadly passed 
away. Mr McGill served for many years as a valued Parish Councillor and Chair of Ouston Residents 
Association. He dedicated time a lot of time and effort improving our Parish and making Ouston a lovely 
place to live.  
 
Local Network Meeting 
Residents in County Durham can find out more about their Local Network at a series of information 
events. Each of our 12 Local Network's will be hosting drop-in sessions for residents throughout June. 
Residents and partners can meet their Local Network team, find out what areas they cover, and how the 
networks function. They can discover how to share their views about, and priorities for, their local area 
via each network's Local Network Community Forum and learn more about our consultations platform; 
Let's Talk County Durham. 

 
There is also the chance to hear about funding opportunities the Local Networks may have available in 
the future. 
Cllr Dawn Bellingham, our Cabinet member for communities and civic resilience, said: "Our Local 
Networks play a key part in enhancing our communities by bringing together residents, councillors, 
businesses and partner organisations. "The activities of the networks are guided by the priorities of each 
local community, so we would encourage residents to get involved and help shape their local area. "Our 
drop-in events are an excellent opportunity for communities to find out more about the Local Networks 
and how they can help address local issues and priorities." 

 
• Drop in sessions Chester-le-Street and surrounding areas - Chester-le-Street Library, Thursday 4 June, 

11am to 7pm. 
 
Memorial Garden 
Cllr Batey said he will obtain 3 quotes for the Memorial Garden works. 
 

Majority covered in other agenda items. 
 

13. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – REVIEW AND APPROVE  

13.1 STANDING ORDERS 
  The PC reviewed and approved the Standing Orders 
13.2 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
  The PC reviewed and approved the Financial Regulations 
13.3 ASSET REGISTER / RISK REGISTER 
  The PC reviewed and approved the Asset and Risk Register 
13.4 IT & DIGITAL COMPLIANCE POLICIES 
  The PC reviewed and approved the IT and Digital Compliance Policies 
13.5 CODE OF CONDUCT 
  The PC reviewed and approved the Code of Conduct 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

   
14. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

14.1             Monthly Accounts & May Invoices 
The expenditure for May 2026 was reviewed by the PC 

 
14.2              Approve AGAR 2025/26 

The AGAR 2025/26 was approved and signed by the Chair. 
 
 

15. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
The next Monthly Meeting will be held on the 25th June and the agenda will include:  

• Newsletter items 

• Memorial Garden  
 

The Monthly Meeting will be held on 25th June from 7.00pm. Business to discuss will be as per Agenda.                       
The Parish Council meeting closed at 7.23pm hours.  

 
APPENDIX ONE:  MAY 2026 

Cheque 
No 

 Paid to Description 

102365   L Blondrage  May pay 5 weeks 

102366   L Blondrage  May HWA 

1023667   D Johnston  May pay 5 weeks 

102368   HMRC  May PAYE 5 weeks 

102369   CDALC    HR Training 

102370   Gordon Fletcher Internal AGAR 2025-26 

 
           

 

 


