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Wet Paint! 

 

The benches situated in the village have received some much needed                 
maintenance over recent weeks. Our metal benches will be cleaned,                   
prepared and painted whilst the wooden ones have been sanded and stained. 

The work, initially planned to start in May, was repeatedly delayed due to the 
persistent rain we experienced throughout the month. Eventually, the sun              
began to shine in June and work was able to  commence. 

Please check for wet paint signage before sitting back to enjoy the fresh air and 
sunshine! 
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Speeding Vehicles 

We are seeing an increase in vehicles speeding through the village putting                 
themselves, other motorists and pedestrians at risk of potentially life threatening 
injury. This is particularly worrying since we have two schools in close proximity to 
Ouston Lane and we no longer have a crossing patrol. 

As a result of this Ouston Parish Council is exploring traffic calming options. We do 
have the use of a temporary speed visor which is allocated to our Parish four times 
a year for eleven days at a time. The Parish Clerk has also contacted our PCSO, 
Rhian Stocks, and she has asked for Ouston village to be added to their                    
Speedwatch list to patrol the area in the future. 

Residents attending our meetings have suggested a change in the speed limit 
from 30 mph down to 20 mph and the Parish Council is currently awaiting a                   
response from DCC on the practicality of this option. 

It goes without saying excessive speed is a significant factor in collisions and road 
traffic accidents and has a huge impact on the severity of injuries sustained. 

Be aware that: 

At 20 mph a child hit by a vehicle has a 90% chance of survival. 

At 30 mph a child hit by a vehicle has a 50% chance of survival. 

At 40 mph a child hit by a vehicle has a 10% chance of survival. 

You can report a speeding vehicle by calling 101 or your local police station and 
you may be asked to submit any dashcam or phone footage if you have it. Please 
be mindful not to take mobile film whilst driving or you could be liable for                    
prosecution yourself! 

The Ouston Parish Council website is full of up to date information including: 
events, newsletters and minutes. It is also an ideal way to contact the clerk. 

Check out our website at https://ouston.parish.durham.gov.uk/ 
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Significant Changes to Local Bus Routes 

Transport operator Go North East 
have recently announced significant 
changes to its services that will come 
into force from 6th of September. 
These changes will see the 28, 28A, 34 
and 78 buses either terminated or 
switched to limited services. In a 
statement released by GNE they 
blamed the pandemic for having a 
detrimental impact on travel patterns 
and explained that, unfortunately,  
some routes would never recover to 
any sensible level of demand.  

Kevin Jones MP, who represents 
North Durham, has written to Go 
North East urging the company to         
seriously reconsider due to concerns 
regarding the impact such changes 
would have on rural communities.  

Service 28 Chester-Le-Street to      
Newcastle. Go North East are now to 
continue this service, albeit to a  
slightly revised timetable, and terminating at Market Street in Newcastle rather 
than Eldon Square. There are associated changes to service 28A and this will operate 
north of Perkinsville only. 

Service 34 Chester-Le-Street to  Urpeth. This bus route will be omitting Pelaw Estate 
and will instead be operating via the A693 and Pelton Aged Miners’ Homes.  

Service 78 Consett to Sunderland. This bus is to be re-routed through Pelton Fell          
rather than Pelton, Newfield and Grange Villa. 

For up to date information on all of the above changes go to the Go North East               
website. 
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Funding has been secured for the installation of a new BMX track between Ouston 
and Urpeth Grange. This has been made possible by the County Councillors utilizing 
some of their Neighbourhood Budgets, together with contributions from Ouston 
Parish Council and Urpeth Parish Council. 

This has been a frequent request from our young residents, many of whom                 
attended a meeting at Ouston Community Centre (pre Covid) to discuss its design. 
Ouston Parish Council believe it is very important to support our younger                         
community wherever possible. 

We are delighted this project has finally got 
the green light and we are currently waiting 
for designs to go out for consultation. Ouston 
Parish Council would like to thank the County 
Councillors for all of their efforts and hard 
work in making this project a reality and we 
are very much looking forward to its formal 
opening. 

Funding Update  

Ross Park Refurbishment Happening Soon 

 

 

 

 

 

Design proposals for Ross Park have been 
submitted by contractors and, subsequently, 
three have been put forward for consultation. 
Approximately 30 residents, consisting of 
both adults and young people, voted on their 
favourite of the three designs. That information, including contributions from our 
Parish Councillors and County Councillors has been sent back to DCC  and we are 
currently awaiting the award of the contract. Work is due to commence, subject 
to available materials, within the next couple of months.  

Green Light for BMX  Track 
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Ouston Allotment Association 

 

Ouston Allotment Association, which started in 2007, is a not for profit organisation 
and was set up to obtain fertilisers and seeds for allotment tenants and residents at 
cost price. 

Currently, we have acquired Humax compost 60 litre bags and are selling them for 
£6 each. We are also selling fertilisers at very competitive prices. 

So why not pay us a visit? Our shop is located next to the Methodist Church at           
Ouston and is the first allotment on the right. We are open on a Saturday morning 
from 10am until midday. We would ask you to join our association for the princely 
sum of £2 to be paid annually. Prior to the pandemic, we have held monthly               
meetings at The Red Lion pub and have held an annual home produce show which 
has raised money for charities. 

ERIC BROWN (SECRETARY) 
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Memorial Garden 

 

 

   

Our Memorial Garden was completed some months ago with the installation of 
two metal benches. Both are a beautiful addition to the area and whilst one  
depicts World war 1 soldiers and is decorated with red poppies, the other pays 
tribute to the mining heritage of the village. 

 Throughout the pandemic Ouston Parish Council has liased closely with our 
County Councillors to ensure commemoration events could be held safely and 
in accordance with government guidelines. This included the live streaming of 
the Last Post and the November 2020 remembrance service to social media 
and, more recently,  lighting up of the Ouston Memorial Stone on VE Day, VJ 
Day and the National Day of Reflection. We would like to thank Lisa, our Parish 
Clerk, for all of her hard work which enabled these events to be                                    
commemorated. 

A new  noticeboard will 
be installed in this area 
very soon and will enable 
residents to catch up with 
Parish Council news,                
including dates of future 
meetings and important 
events. 

We have also requested 
an additional litter bin 
from Durham County Council for the War Memorial car park as we have been 
made aware of a problem with litter in this area. In the meantime, we request 
that residents take their litter home with them and dispose of it appropriately. 
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Competition Time 

Christmas Lights Competition 

 

Our Christmas Lights Competition ran for the first time last year and was                    
introduced by Parish Councillor Eric Brown, who was hoping to bring some much 
needed festive cheer to the village. 

We invited residents to enter by sending us photographs of their outside Christmas 
Lights and decorations. 

Several of the Parish Councillors enjoyed walking around the village to judge the 
entries despite it being a very chilly evening! 

This year, rather than asking for entrants, the Parish Cllrs will walk around the               
village on the 14th and 15th of December, viewing resident's lights and choosing a 
winner. 

 

 

December 2020 winners: 

First Prize £50 voucher – Byron Close 

Second Prize £30 voucher – The Oval 

Third Prize £20 voucher – Coldstream 

Our 3rd place entry receiving their prize from Cllr Rowe 
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Our Winning entries of the 2020 competition 

Our winner with Cllr Annemarie Bell 

Our runner up—The Oval Our 3rd place entry—Coldstream 

Our winning entry—Byron Close 
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Competition Time 

Calling our Green Fingered Gardeners!  

Ouston Parish Council  has decided to reinstate the widely popular annual                  
Garden Competition for 2022. We will be looking for gorgeous front gardens of 
all shapes and sizes that look good throughout the year. Therefore, the Parish 
Councillors will be carrying out walkabouts  in the village from spring onwards. 

We are hoping to see colourful displays from spring 
bulbs followed up by blossoming borders that                
attract lots of pollinating insects. This is a chance for 
all gardens to show off their unique charm, from a 
patio haven to a green, leafy space. 

Please note the Parish Councillors will be wearing 
green tabards which are  clearly marked so that               
residents can easily identify them. 

Our winner will be announced in the autumn. 

Good luck! 

Best Allotment and Runner Up 2021 

We are delighted to be able to hold our Best Allotment And 
Runner Up Competition  again after last year's competition 
was cancelled due to Covid. Over the course of the Parish 
Council allotment inspections carried out this year, the 
judges have been considering a number of criteria. These include the tenants    
approach to composting, use of and storage of rain water and even innovative 
use of waste materials to add uniqueness to individual plots. 

The winner and runner up will be announced September/October time and will 
receive  £50 and £30 respectively. 

For more information contact Cllr Eric Brown – Ouston Allotment Association 
Secretary. 
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Ouston Food Bank – ‘Donated by the community for the community‘ 

 

The food bank was set up to provide short term crisis support to local                
families during the pandemic. Although Covid 19 government restrictions are 
now easing, sadly this is still a much needed resource. Therefore, we are still     
accepting donations and intend to keep the food bank running as long as it is 
needed and being used. 

The  County Councillors and Parish Councillors  would like to thank everyone for 
their donations and efforts. Thanks also goes to Ouston allotment tenants who 
donated fresh produce for the food bank.  

Anyone in need of a food parcel should contact either Cllr Alison Batey or one of 
the Ouston Parish Councillors via the Parish Clerk. Please note all requests will 
be treated with the strictest confidence. 
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Complaints From Residents 

Litter 

As previously mentioned we have been made aware of persistent littering at the 
Memorial Garden car park and have subsequently requested an additional bin 
from Durham County Council. Unfortunately, discarded cartons containing food 
waste not only look unsightly but can attract vermin.  

As many residents will be aware Ouston Parish Council take pride in the tidiness 
of our village and ask residents to dispose  of their litter responsibly. 

For any areas of persistent littering, or instances of broken glass which require 
prompt attention, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Complaints From Residents 

Be a Smarter Parker 

We have received a number of complaints from residents regarding inconsiderate 
parking on pavements. This is a continual problem throughout the village and one 
we regularly highlight in the newsletter. 

What the RAC says: 

We advise people to use common sense when faced with no other option but to 
park on the pavement. 

If you are parking along a narrow road, where parking wholly on the road would 
stop other cars, and particularly emergency vehicles,  from getting through, then 
it is a sensible option to park partially on a pavement, providing you are not               
blocking a wheelchair user or pram from using the pavement. 

IF THERE ARE RESTRICTIONS, OR YOUR PARKING WOULD CAUSE WHEELCHAIR 
USERS OR PEDESTRIANS WITH PRAMS TO HAVE TO WALK INTO THE ROAD, 
THEN YOU SHOULD FIND SOMEWHERE ELSE TO PARK. 
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Complaints From Residents 

Fly Tipping 

There have been heightened concerns about fly tipping in our area and we are 
working closely with our County  Councillors to address this issue. 

As we are situated in a fairly rural area we do need intelligence to be reported in to 
DCC so that it can be acted upon by the Neighbourhood Wardens and the police. 

Recently, due to vigilant residents, we have been sent photographs of vehicles             
including registration numbers  which have been passed on to the police. 

The quickest way to report these issues is online at 

https://doitonline.durham.gov.uk 

 

 

Incident on one-way road to Urpeth 

Be sure to join and check out the ‘Ouston, Urpeth and surrounding villages 
group’ on Facebook to keep up to date with what is going on in our local area. 
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Newsletters 

Anyone who could assist with the distribution of future newsletters should contact 
the parish clerk and give their name and contact details as well as the streets they 
are able to deliver to. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Have Your Say… 

If you have an idea or suggestion that you believe would improve or enhance our 
village then we would be delighted to hear from you. We encourage residents to 
actively engage with the Parish Council and put forward their views. 

To have your say you can e-mail Lisa Blondrage, the Parish Clerk, or, alternatively, 
attend a Parish Council meeting held every fourth Thursday of the month at                
Ouston Community Centre commencing at 7pm. 

 

For Your Information 

Fly Posting 

Please be aware advertising boards placed at the roadside, as well as posters                  
attached to lamp posts and litter bins, can be deemed flyposting and can be liable 
to prosecution by Durham County Council. 

 



 

 19 

  

Ouston Community Centre 

Ouston Community Centre offers a variety of activities including: 

Monday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Metafit, Table Tennis  

Tuesday – Metafit, Pilates, Ladies Badminton, Jujitsu, Ouston Christian Fellowship 

Wednesday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Judo, Ladies               
Slimmers 

Thursday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Dancing for Children, 
Metafit, Youth Connection 

*Every first and third Thursday – Ladies Club 

*Every second Thursday – W.I. 

*Every fourth Thursday – Parish Council Meeting 

Friday – Coffee Shop, Performing Arts for Children, Ladies Dancing, Yoga, Matchbox 
Theatre Group 

Saturday – Available for private hire 

Sunday – Weight Watchers, Ouston Christian Fellowship 

These activities may be subject to change due to Covid-19 restrictions. Please contact 
the community centre for up to date information. 

Ouston Community Centre AGM 

It was suggested and agreed at the AGM that anyone who uses the community                 
centre will pay a £6 annual membership fee. This will provide extra funds to support 
and develop the centre.  

Tel: 0191 4106183 

Email: info@oustoncommunitycentre.com  
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OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL DETAILS 

CHAIRPERSON: COUNCILLOR ALAN WAKE             VICE CHAIRPERSON: COUNCILLOR DEBBIE ROWE   

                            COUNCILLOR ANNEMARIE BELL          COUNCILLOR ERIC BROWN 

                 COUNCILLOR MARGARET DUNCAN            COUNCILLOR JOHN TATE                 

PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: MRS LISA BLONDRAGE                 EMAIL: oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com  

CONTACT DETAILS: C/O OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, IRIS CRESCENT, OUSTON, CHESTER LE STREET, DH2 1RJ 
       TEL: 0191 410 2801          07917440556 

MEETING DATES 2021/2022 

 

Useful Contacts  
Highways Action Line: 0191 370 6000 - Any issues 
with Street Light, Roads & Pavements. 
Durham County Council: 0300 123 7070 – Concerns 
regarding Litter, Dog Fouling, Collection of Used    
Needles 
Cestria Housing Association: Enquiries@Cestria.org 
Environmental Services: 0191 371 1040 
Private Landlords Team: 03000 265 261 
Your Local Officers: 
PCSO 7994 Rhian Stocks 
Rhian.Stocks@durham.pnn.police.uk  
PC 2114 Drew Hampton 
Drew.Hampton@durham.pnn.police.uk 
PC 1637 Steven Brown 
Steven.brown@durham.pnn.police.uk 

Sergeant 2727 Luke Terry 
Luke.terry@durham.pnn.police.uk 

If there is an emergency always call 999. If there is 
something you want to contact the police about, but 
it is not an emergency please call the 24 hour                         
non-emergency number: 101 
www.durham.police.uk/chesterlestreet  

If you are interested in an Ouston Allotment, 
please contact Lisa Blondrage – Parish Clerk. 
By email: oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com 
or in writing by handing a brief letter with your 
contact details to: Ouston Parish Council,                
Ouston Community Centre, DH2 1RJ. Thank 
You. 

We have had an increase in reports of bogus phone 
calls by people claiming to be from HMRC. Never 
give out your personal bank details over the phone. 
If you have concerns regarding this or have received 
a similar call, please contact us on 101 or 0300 123 
2040.  

THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2021       THURSDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2021      THURSDAY 25TH NOVEMBER  2021   

           THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER 2021         THURSDAY 27TH JANUARY 2022              THURSDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2022  

                   THURSDAY 24TH MARCH 2022 


