Summer/ Autumn 2020

Ouston Parish Council

The role of a Parish Council is to represent the interests of the
local community as a whole and promote a harmonious local
environment.

We are committed to:

e Listening and responding to the views and needs of local
residents

e Working in partnership with people who are committed to

our village
« Proactively working to improve our village and the
wellbeing of our residents

Parish councils are the first tier of local governance and are the
initial point of contact for anyone concerned with a community
issue.

To give your views you can email the Clerk at
oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com

Alternatively, attend a meeting every fourth Thursday at
Ouston Community Centre commencing at 7pm. Please come
along and share your views, ideas or concerns.

PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO CURRENT COVID 19
RESTRICTIONS, ALL OUSTON PARISH
COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL TAKE PLACE VIA
ZOOMUNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS
WISHING TO PARTICIPATE MUST CONTACT
THE PARISH CLERK BY E-MAIL AT LEAST 48
HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING TO RECEIVE
THE LOGIN DETAILS.

Your local Parish Councillors are:

John Tate — Chairperson

Alan Wake - Vice Chairperson

Annemarie Bell, Eric Brown, Derrick McGill, Debbie Rowe,
Trina Walker

THANK YOU
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Community Mealg Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay Full

Durham County Councillors, Alison Batey, Colin Carr and Danny Wood, have
been working with Neuroactive UK and Ouston Community Association to
fund, make and distribute community meals as part of the STAY HOME, STAY
SAFE AND STAY FULL scheme. The CountynCillors allocated some of their
neighbourhood budgets and have also applied for Covid funding, from the
Area Action Partnership (AAP), to provide hot meals for residents that are
shielding, socially isolated or suffering financially daeCovid19 within Pelton
Division for a 12 week period.

The scheme has

been

more successful thanis

first

anticipated and it

estimated that

between 70 to80
residents were

served two carse

meals twice a week

from Ouston

Community Centre. It also

receives referrals from GP

practices particularly in

relation to older residents.

The scheme was also supported by Ouston Parish Council, Pelton Parish
Council, Urpeth Parish Council and Ouston Christian Fellowship as they fully
backed the ethos of such a project. Thanks also goes to Ouston allotment
tenants who donged fresh produce for the meals.

_




To request a meal, or to suggest someone who would benefit from receiving
one, please contact Trina Walker at Ouston Community Centre between 9AM
and 11AM or contact through the Communlty Centre's Facebook page through

Due to the success of this 12 week project

ChesterLe-Street AAP agreed to
support Neuroactive UK to exte

the project for an additional 26 weeks. Thisg

has enabled them to employ a cook and ‘/‘

purchase additional equipment.

We are all very aware that Covid® has not gone awa
and we expect this service to be valuable over

coming months. Jack, a young resaht, baked
cakes to support the scheme.

Community Meals ®icnics to Go(Scheme has now Ended)

Due to the impact of Covid9 it was obvious to our County Councillors that holiday
hunger was potentially going to be an issue in the Division

As a result of thisPicnics To Gdwas established at Pelton community centre
supported financially by Chestdre-Street AAP. This scheme ran during the 6 weeks
holiday period where packed lunches were delivered 5 days a week to those
requesting them.

_




A Big Thank You

A big thank you to all residents of Ouston who donated cotton duvets,
pillowcases and sheets to be sewn into scrub bags for nurses. Larger bags were also

sewn for ambulance crews and paramedics. There were approximately 300 made in
total and all were very gratefully received.

Another big thank you also goes to the individuals
who donated gloves, masks and glasses to
Councillor Alison Batey who distributed them to
frontline workers in April when supplles were very

i
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Community Foodbank | /7 %’ -

In the absence of a foodbank in the a/rea
County Councillor Alison 2o
Batey established one at Ouston
Community Centre where <,
she continues to collect :

This project was ab supported by
groups using the community centre,
Ouston Christian Fellowship and by a
young Urpeth resident, Sophia
Winship (aged 12) who collected
donations from her street to support the




foodbank. Sophia won the Young
Heroes Award for  August
2020
presented by ChesterLe-Street Neighbourhood Police Team for her
commendable attitude and commitment to help the community during these
difficult times. Well done, Sophia!

The County Councillors and Parish Councillors would like to thank everyone for theil
donations and efforts. Thanks also goes to Ouston allotment tenants who donated fresh
produce for the foodbank. Anyone in need of a food parcel should contact eithreAlSn
Batey or one of the Ouston Parish Councillors
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via the Parish Clerk.

Funding UpdateRoss Park Funding

Unfortunately, Ouston Parish Council




unsuccessful in obtaining Pocket Park funding. o
This means, as yet, we have not been able to ’ il N I
proceed with the much needed ground repairs
and the purchase of new play equipmess.
However, the Parish Clerk and our County
Councilors are exploring other
funding opportunities, through Section
106 money available within Pelton Division, and
will keep residents up to date with progress via
our noticeboards.

Memorial Garden Funding

We now have our funding in place for this
project and the subcommittee has met to plan
the layout of the garden. However, until
recently, we have been unable to progress the project due to COVID 19 restrictions.
Contractors were unable to visit site dugimockdown and materials, such as paving
slabs, could not be purchased. Government restrictions have now eased and

planting.

Hopefully, everything will be
in place for our November
memorial service.

Please bear with us and check
our noticeboards for updates
as the above event may be
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work commenced on 10th September. Once completed we intend to position two

memorial benches on the paxveal
and prepare the ground for
Pit Tub

Our village pit tub, situated opposite St Ber@®tSchool, is in need of some
maintenance and will be repainted as soon as possible. There will also be changes
made to the signagen the side of the tub. A resident has requested a return to what

was previously displayed there, which included photographs and a map,  focusing
on the mining heritage of the area. Our Parish Clerk has been able to employ
a local gin company to produce an aluminium sign mounted on wood identical to

the original. Ouston Allotment Association has kindly agreed to plant up the pit tub

and the Parish Council would like to thank them for their efforts.

Noticeboards

Three further noticeboards have also been purchased and will be situated at
strategic points around the village. The Parish Council will position one at the Memo
Garden, one outside of the Community Centre and oneesilbe Cooks
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Corner Newsagents.




Complaints From Resideni3oqg Fouling

We have received a number of complaints regarding the
going problem of dog fouling in our village. It is a leg
requirement for dog owners to clean up after their pet a
there is signage up throughout the village to this effec
Anyone who fails to elan up after their dog can be issugss
with a Fixed Penalty Notice of £100. If the fine is not p
the case will go to court and the indi
prosecuted.

A resident has informed us that previously Ouston ;
Parish Coucil provided free dog waste bags but, unfortunately the schem
had been stopped. In response to this, Ouston Parish

N N
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Council has taken the decision to
purchase a dispenser which has been
located beside our noticeboard at the
Community Centre. Those residents
who are walking their dogs and find
themselves without a bag can access
one via this dispenser. This means
there can be no excuse for anyone not
cleaning up after their dog. The Parish
Council plans to monitor the success of
the dispenser and may decide to
purchase more for other sites around
the village in due course.

Complaints From Residentower Tubs

Residents have complained that the flower tubs on the main road throGgiston
require weeding and tidying.

Last year a number of old, broken
tubs were removed and those
remaining were tidied in
the autumn ready for
planting. Many of the tubs contain
spring bulbs and, despite the gales,
produced colourful displays of
daffodils and tulips. Unfortunately,
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due to the Coronavirus lockdown and the resulting closure of
garden centres, the Parish Council was  un#aible purchase
summer

bedding plants.

However, since restrictions were
lifted, our Parish Clerk has been able
to select and order suitable plants
and we are hopeful our tubs will
provide the village with plenty of
colour.
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We would like to thank all sidents who volunteered and helped plant up the

flower tubs on what turned out to be a very soggy Saturday! Thanks must also
go to Lisa, our Parish Clerk, who organised the event.

We are always on the look out for volunteers. If you heorae free time and can

be of assistance with the upkeep of the existing flower tubs please contact the
Parish Clerk.
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A number of residents have complained that the bus stops in the village are
dirty and unpleasant. Subsequently, the Parish Council has submitted a
request to DCC that they are cleaned and we are expecting this to happen
over the coming weeks.

Since Covidl9 restrictions were put in place Durham County Council is
experiencing a backlog of maintenance work which is largely due to social
distancing requirements making travelling and team working much nudifecult.

TR

Comlolalnts From Residents
Bus Stops

Overhanging Trees and Hedges

Unfortunately, despite covering this issue in a previous newsletter, we are
still getting complaints regarding trees and hedges being allowed
to overhang pavements. TiehRaouncil would like to remind

il G S e
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residents that it is the homed@vresponsibility to maintain
their own hedges responsibly and to keep them within their house
boundary. Trees and shrubs should not overhang emergav
where they can be hazardous to pedestrians, especially at night when they
are difficult to see and avoid. Residents in wheelchairs or those with
pushchairs can be forced out to the edge of the pavement and curbside
putting them in danger from passing traffic. Furthermore, due to this
narrowing of the pavements, pedestrians trying to social distance whilst

passing each other are
stepping out on to the road.

Daffodils

The  Parish  Council has  been
complimented on the beautiful spring
daffodils that, despite the gales earlier in
the year, put on a valiant display during
March and April. Thank you for all of the
lovely ~ comments  received  from
residents.

< ;» £ s
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Union Flag

Since our Union flag was in a rather sorry sta
the Parish Council ds taken the decision tc
purchase a new one. Thank you to Lisa Blondra
our Parish Clerk for flying our new Union flag on
75 Day.

VE Day and VJ75 Day

@peration PoppyDropdwas completed for VE

Day and VJ 75 Day commemorations. Unfortunately, services that were planned
could not go ahead due to Covit® restrictions but the dates were still
recognised.

James, the bugler, shown in the photograph below playedlthst Post on VE Day.

\f\n%M/MMWMWM%AWAMMWZNMM%/
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No Cold Calling Awareness Zones

The core objective of the zones is the prevention or reduction of doorstep crime.

The zones have the backing of the Local Authorities, Durham County Council,
Durham County Trading Standard, Durham Constabulary and Ouston
Parish Council. Whilst No Cold Calling Awareness Zones have no
force in law, the scheme gives householders the confidence tos@6

and direct the cold caller out of theea.

Quite simply, this is about residents having saO06 to uninvited
salespeople and to warn rogue traders and cold callers that they are not
welcome. The NO COLD CALLING AWARENESS ZONE in your area has
been set up to assist residents in dealing vatlth callers.
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Street signs have been visible for a number of years. These signs ask that
companies or individuals do not call at the door of residents within the
zone without a prior appointment. Dokestibave proved to

be a useful way of deterring callers. Replacement stickers are
available at your Community Centre.

Recently, there have been individuals/traders who have ignored the street
signs and even claimed to have polpgErmission to call. This is not true!

If you receive cold callers and they refuse to leave the zone please obtain
their details. If possible the name of the organisation and callers
name. Then pass the information on to eithercBron telephone
number 0191 4104399 or Durham Trading Standards on 0300 0261016.

WIMWWMNMWNKMMWWWHWMWWW
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For Your Informatio Fly Posting

Please be aware advertising boards at the roadside can be deemed flyposting
and can be liable to prosecution by Durham County Council.

Resurfacing Works

We would like to make residents aware that DCC will be carrying out
resurfadng works in the village over the coming months. Therefore, it is
advisable for residents to park vehicles on their own driveways and parking
spaces keeping the roads and pavements as clear as possible.

Flowerbeds

Please be aware that Ouston Parish Coiipay DCC to provide plants for
our flowerbeds and maintain them. Therefore, if you are lucky enough to
be passing when DCC are removing them from the beds at the end of the
season, you can request to take some for your own garden.

Dates For Your Diary

A Remembrance Sunday8th of November

A Christmas Event and turning on of the Christmas tree ligl&8th of November

PLEASE NOTE THE ABOVE EVENTS MAY BE AFFECTED BY-180OVID
RESTRICTIONS. CHECK OUR NOTICE BOARDS FOR DETAILS.

Your local County Councillors:
Clir Alison Batey Email: alison.batey@durham.gov.ukTel: 03000 268 825

Clir Colin CarrEmail: colin.carr@durham.gov.uk




Cllr Danny Wood!'- danny.wood@durham.gov.u

Have Your Say

If you have an idea or suggestion that you believe would improve or enhance
our village then we would be delighted to hear from you. We encourage
residents to actively engage with the Parish Council andfpoward their
views.

We recently received this-mail from a resideng G\s a new resident and not
being familiar with the existence of Parish Councils | have been quite vocal
in my enquiries. Having been invited to attend a meetintipe#t on Zoom

due to CaMad | can say it was most certainly a positive experience.
| would certainly recommend the involvement of more resideats.

Likewise, are there any activities you would like to see made available at
Ouston Comnunity Centre? Do you have any ideas for fund raising events at
the centre that would bring in much needed revenue? The Community
Centre is a worthwhile asset to our village but is in need of support ifit is to
continue.

To give your views you canrgail Lisa Blondrage, the Parish Clerk, or,
alternatively, attend a Parish Council meeting held every fourth Thursday of
the month at Ouston Community Centre commencing at 7pm.

19
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PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO CURRENT COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS, AONOUS
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL TAKE PLACE VIA ZOOM UNTIL

FURTHER NOTICE. RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS WISHING TO
PARTICIPATE MUST CONTACT THE PARISH CLERKIBN. AT LEAST
48 HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING TO RECEIVE THE LOGIN DETAILS.

Newsletters

ANYONE WHO COULD ASSIST WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF OUR FUTURE

NEWSLETTERS IN 2021 SHOULD CONTACT THE PARISH CLERK AND GIVE
THEIR NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS AS WELL AS THE STREETS THEY ARE

ABLE TO DELIVER TO./\ ANY HELP WOULD BE GREATLY
APPRECIATED
Neighbourhood Warden

A number of residents have expresseoncerns regarding anti social behaviour
and inappropriate parking in the village and have requested that the Parish
Council secures a greater police presence to tackle these problems. However,

after contacting ChedterStreet Police, ar Parish Clerk has been
informed that this is not achievable for the foreseeable future since our
Police Force and local PC&8Qre already overstretched.
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Therefore, the Parish Council is exploring other solutions. One sotition

would be to employ a part time Neighbourhood Warden to patrol our area.
Their duties would include dispersing groups of teenagers partaking in under
age drinking and drug use, as well as addressing issues such as dangerous
parking in the vicing of the village schools. The presence of a Neighbourhood
Warden may also deter theft from vehicles and house burglaries.

The Warden would work closely with the Parish Council, liaising with the Parish
Clerk, to identify hotspots and areas that are cangsconcern for residents. This
would enable us to pinpoint precisely where and when the worst problems
are happening so that we can focus our Neighbourhood Warden on these times
and areas.

Unfortunately, initial inquiries into this suggestisat to employ a Warden would
result in a small rise in Council Tax that is yet to be determined by the Parish
Council.

Feedback from residents on this proposal would be most welcomed.

Superfast Broadband coming to Ouston!

A private enterprise is bringing superfast broadband to Ouston. The service
does not use fibre or copper wires, or 5G to transmit a signal to homes and
premises . Instead , it is delivered wirelessly through Fixed Wireless Access
(FWA) technology. The Ousth area project is due to start in November and is
expected to be fully operational in

January 2021 or more information telephone 0800 007 3377.
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National Allotment Society Latest Cowil9 Guidance

The National Allotment Society is working to support plodiders and
associations so that they can continue to work their plots and manage sites in a
safe and secure manner during the pandemic. We are all living through a crisis,
the likes of which the country has not experienced since war time. The
community sprit that existson allotment sites is now vitally important.
Please remember to look out for one another during these very difficult times.
Covid 19 infections have begun to rise again and-pldtlers need to follow the
government guidelires that came in to force on the

14 September.Please remember to carry on using social distancing and taking
hygiene precautions when visiting the site and touching communal surfaces.

Plot-holders over 70 years of age, regardless of general health, are particularly
vulnerable. It may feel safe on an allotment site but there are still risks.

REMEMBER
HANDS: FACE: SPACE and no more than 6 people to gather in a group.

IMPORTANT - The advice must bdollowed in conjunction with any Regional
Guidance introduced by the government that further restricts activity in local areas.

Do not attend the ploif you have coronavirus symptoms or a family member is
self-isolating, this includes people who need to isolate after returning from
holidays abroad. Take a flask of hot water, soap and paper towels to the plot
with you (cold water will work too). Use hand sanitiser (should be 60% alcohol

content) before entering the site and opening any gate locks. Wash hands
for at least 20 seconds after closing the lock, dry with a paper towel. The
most effective part of hand washing is the drying using preferably

paper toweldo remove the layer of dead skin cellsn which virus and bacteria
sit. Paper towelshould be disposed obn the compost heap. DO NOT touch
your face after using anything that has been touched by other peepke an
elbow to work the pul taps. Wash your hands again for 20 seconds, dry with a
paper towel before opening and closing the lock to leave the site. Use hand
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sanitiser after closing the lock. Wash hands when you get home. Observe
Gsocial Distancing- 2 metres If you take your chiren to the plot, ensure that
they stay within its confines and do not run around on communal paths and
spaces. Do not share tools Any tenant with livestock who isiseliting must
make arrangements for their livestock to be cared for in their abseragy
issues please contact the Clerk Lisa Blondrag@@il7 44956.

On A Brighter Note

Lockdown, despite being a difficult time, gave us all the opportunity to appreciate some
of the Spring colour around the village. We would like to thank all residents who sent us
their photos.
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Ouston Community Centre

Ouston Community Centre &drs a variety of activities including:
Monday z Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Metafit, Table Tennis
Tuesdayz Metafit, Pilates, Ladies Badminton, Jujitsu, Ouston Christian Fellowship

Wednesday z Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Judo, Ladies
Slimmers

Thursday z Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Dancing for
Children, Metafit, Youth Connection

*Every first and third Thursday Ladies Club
*Every secondlrhursdayz W.I.
*Every fourth Thursday Parish Council Meeting
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Fridayz Coffee Shop, Performing Arts for Children, Ladies Dancing, Yoga, Matchbox
Theatre Group

Saturday z Available for private hire
Sundayz Weight Watchers, Ouston Christian Fellowship

These activities may be subject to change due to Cdddrestrictions. Please
contact the community centre for up to date information.

Ouston Community Centre AGM

It was suggested and agreed at the AGM thatyone who uses the community
centre will pay a £6 annual membership fee. This will provide extra funds to
support and develop the centre.

Tel: 0191 4106183

Email:info@oustoncommunitycentre.com
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OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL DETAILS

CHAIRPERSONCOUNCILLOR JOHN TATE VICE CHAIRPERSQNCOUNCILLOR ALAN WAKE
COUNCILLOR ANNMRIE BELL COUNCILLOR DERRICK MCGILL
COUNCILLOR DEBBIE ROWE COUNCILLOR TRINA WALKER
PARISH COUNCIL CLERKIRS LISA BLONDRAGE EMAIL oustonparishcouncil@gmail.com

CONTACT DETAILSC/O OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, IRIS CRESCENT, OUSTON, CHESTER LE STREET, DH
TEL 0191 410 2801 07917440556

MEETING DATES 2020/2021

THURSDAY 23RD APRIL 202Z0ANCELLED DUE TO COVID

THURSDAY28TH MAY 2020 THURSDAY 25TH JUNE 2020 THURSDAY 23RD JULY 2020
THURSDAY 27TH AUGUST 2020 THURSDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 2020  THURSDAY 22ND OCTOBER 202
THURSDAY 26TH NOVEMBER20  THURSDAY 1TIECEMBER 2020 THURSDAY 28TH JANUARY 2021
THURSDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2021 THURSDAY 25TH MARCH 2021

Useful Contacts If you are interested in an Ouston Allotment,
Highways Action Line 0191 370 6000Any please contact Lisa BlondrageParish Clerk.
issues with Street Light, Roads & Pavements. By email:oustonparishcouncil@gmail.coror
Durham County Council 0300 123 7020 in writing by handing a brief letter with your

Concerns regarding Litter, Dog Fouling,
Collection of Used

Needles

Cestria Housing AssociationEnquiries@Cestria.org
Environmental Services 0191 371
1040Private Landlords Team:03000
265 261Your Local Offices:

PCSO 7994 Rhian Stocks
Rhian.Stocks@durham.pnn.police.uk
PC 2114 Drew Hampton
Drew.Hampton@durham.pnn.police.uk
PC 1637 Steven Brown
Steven.brown@durham.pnn.police.uk

contact details to: Ouston Parish Council,
Ouston CommunityCentre, DH2 1RJ. Thank
You.

We have had an increase in reports of bogus phone
calls by people claiming to be from HMRC. Never
give out your personal bank details over the phone.
If you have concerns regarding this or have received

Sergeant 2727 Luke Terry a similar call, pleasmntact us on 101 or 0300 123
Luke.terry@durham.pnn.police.uk 2040.

If there is an emergency always call 999. If there is
something you want to contact the police about, but
it is not an emergency please call the 24

hour -emergency number:

101

www.durham.police.uk/chesterlestreet




